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Hellohohoho! 

Hello and welcome to our latest newsletter. Itôs actually been a year since 
we last wrote to you in this way (sorry about that!) and so much has  
happened in that time. Most information can be found on our website at 
www.furnitureplus.org.uk where you can also download the Annual Report 
we prepared in August.  But in summary, we moved and expanded our 
Cowdenbeath High Street store, we took extra space in Dysart to enlarge 
our showroom and commence a training facility beginning with a workshop.  

 
We celebrated our 10th Anniversary with events at Inverkeithing,  
Cowdenbeath and Dysart.  We had visits from the Lord-Lieutenant of Fife; 
our faithful patron Lady Elgin, Countess of Elgin and Kincardine; plus countless MSPs including 
John Swinney, Helen Eadie, John Park, David Torrance and Claire Baker.  We've had a regular 
presence in the Fife Free Press and had a week long stint on Kingdom FM. And yes, that's just a 
summary!  Also, thanks for funding and the Community Jobs Scotland scheme, we have been 
able to employ more people (some just for six months) and currently have 32 staff plus 21  
volunteers and countless placements from various local support services. 
 
On the whole, this has been a busy but exciting 
year in the life of Furniture Plus and it continues to 
be my privilege to be Managing Director.  As for 
2012, well I think its going to be more of the same!  
Lots of development plans ahead to ensure the 
future stability of Furniture Plus as it  
continues in its mission of óHelping furnish the 
people of Fifeô. 
 
For now, it just remains for me to thank Lady Elgin 
(Patron), John Wilson (Chairman), our  
Board of Directors, my Management Team and 
the staff, volunteers and placements, for all their 
efforts and support in the last year.   And a special 
thank you goes to all our customers, partners and supporters for just being there!  I wish you all a 
wonderful Christmas time, and every blessing for a happy and peace-filled 2012. 
 

Tôwas 3 weeks before Christmas 

As if Christmas and all the festivities that brings wasnôt enough ï Furniture Plus kick started the 
season with a series of events to mark their tenth anniversary! Hard to believe the company has 
been around for that long, I know, we still look so young and fresh, but ten years on and we think 
it was quite right that we celebrate that achievement and also to say thank you to our customers. 

 
The celebrations were spread out over our 3 bases and we had fun days that included treasure 
hunts, bouncy castles, face painting, arts and crafts oh, and not forgetting our larger than life 
Jenga that was made by Alan Roe, a member of the Furniture Plus team. 
 
The week of celebrations culminated in a carol concert in the Dysart warehouse. Musical support 
was provided by the Salvation Army and the carol singing and mulled wine certainly warmed  
everyone who attended up on what was a chilly night. 
 

New Year Opening Time 

We will open all our branches as normal on Wednesday 4 January 
2012 to build on the progress we have made from 2011 and continue 
to help the people of Fife. 

Daniel Rous (MD) 

Our Mission Statement: 

Helping furnish the people of Fife. 

 
Furniture Plus will achieve this by: 

Providing low cost, quality goods and furnishings to low income households in Fife, thereby  
alleviating furniture poverty. 

And 

Providing employment and training opportunities to strive to alleviate social exclusion. 
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Happy New Year! 

Furniture Plus has been lucky enough to secure funding from the  
Community Jobs Fund whose key aim is to, ósupport young people into  
sustainable employment through providing meaningful paid work experience 
in the third sectorô.  

 
This has allowed the organisation to recruit nine people in a variety of  
positions within the operations departments of both Dysart and  
Inverkeithing. The roles are contracted for six months during which time 
they will be gaining valuable skills in both their specific role and working in a 
professional context. This Fund also allows the employee to develop  
interview techniques, build up a CV and also gain support to look for  
permanent employment. 
 
Being an organisation that is committed to the development of our staff and 
volunteers this has been a fantastic opportunity for Furniture Plus to provide 
this ongoing support to a group of individuals who want to work and are 
keen to develop skills that enable them to do so. 
 

++++HOT OFF THE PRESS++++ HOT OFF THE PRESS++++HOT OFF THE PRESS++++ 

It has just been confirmed that Furniture Plus has secured funding for 6 more positions funded through the Community Jobs Fund. These 
posts will be within the Operations Department as Van Assistants. Check out our website early in the New Year or further information and 
how to apply! 

 

Say Hello and Wave Goodbye 

The end of September saw the departure of our Admin & Finance Manager Lyn McPherson ï after 
three and a half years with Furniture Plus she decided to move onto pastures new and seek out new  
challenges.  With a tear in our eye we waved goodbye to Lyn ï wishing her well in her future  
endeavours. 
 
We therefore said hello to our new Admin & Finance Manager, Joanne Smith at the start of  
November. Joanne has worked in the third sector for a number of organisations over the last  
12 years and like Lyn, was seeking a new challenge.  Joanne is glad to be part of the Furniture Plus 
team and is looking forward to starting the new year being part of the team that continues to strive 
towards delivering the aims of Furniture Plus for the people of Fife. 
 

 

And Finallyé 

It is our intention to provide a quarterly newsletter update this coming year and we would like to get it read by as many people as  
possible. If you have anyone in your address book that you think may be interested in hearing about what is going on with us please feel 
free to forward this on. Alternatively, please feel free to send us their email addresses to: enquiries@furnitureplus.org.uk 
 
From everyone at Furniture Plus we want to wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Furniture Plus is always 
looking for more good  
quality pre-used  furniture.   
If you have any of the  
following please give one of 
our units a call to arrange a 
FREE uplift at a time  
convenient to yourself: 
 

Suites, beds, bedroom  
furniture, living-room and 
dining room furniture, chairs, 
ALL white goods, etc.  
 

All we ask is that all furniture 
is in a reusable state and 
that any soft furnishings  

have a fire safety compliant 
label   attached. 
 

We can pick the items up 
from inside a property or 
garage,  
 

Please help us to reduce 
waste to landfill and more          
Importantly - help those in 
need!! 

 

A great thanks to all your 
support and have a  
Wonderful Christmas and a 
Very Happy New Year. 

CALL NOW on: 
 

01592 654546 
 

(Central/East area) 
 
 

OR 
 
 

01383 428664 
 

(West area) 
 
 

you can send us an 
 

Email: 
 

enquiries@furnitureplus.org.uk 

CJS Staff in our Workshop in Dysart 

Joanne Smith and Lyn McPherson  
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